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Class time: 
Location: 
Name of Faculty: 
Contact details: 
Office hours: 
Tuesday, Thursday 8.30- 9.45 am 
Music Room 
Professor Pence 
cpence@eiu.edu 
3-4 on Mon. and Thurs. in the Morning Room 
Sp10ci:,1 T''R'''" in literature (3) Focuses in-depth on particular writers or a particular literary movement, 
subject, or period. Topics vary and may include: Melville and Faulkner, Hemingway, and Fitzgerald, 
Contemporary British Poetry, or American Drama. Repeatable course (up to three times 
In this special topics course, we will read three of Austen's six completed novels, plus excerpts from 
her "Juvenilia" stories, literary criticism of her work, and view a film from India. The goal 
is to not only understand Austen's novels and her many skills as a novelist, but also to understand 
the social, and historical contexts surrounding her novels and the reach they have today. 
Topics we will investigate, but not be limited to, include various relating to manuscript 
culture and production such as the rise of the novel, Austen's position as a female author, early 
reception of her work, and her later canonization. We will also investigate how her novels' marriage 
plots foster destabilizing arguments and critiques about the culture at large including women's 
rights, social class, sexual se!ectlon1 marriage1 gender rolesr race, disability, and social responsibility. 
Finally, we will consider Austen's formidable craft such as her use of satire, irony, and free indirect 
discourse that have shape what we come to expect from the novel as an art form. 
This class meets the federal credit hour policy of: I o Stamford lecture - e.g. 1 hour of class with an 2 hours of additional student work I outside of dass each week for 15 weeks for hour of or a total of 45-
75 hours for each rr?mv. 
This course is an approved component of UE's Gender and Women's Studies program. 
Listed below are the Learning Objectives for the course: 
1. To irnprove one's ability to 
fact. 
interpret, and then formulate an original argument based on textual 
2. To communicate one's arguments both formally and informally through a variety of required work such 
as essays, presentations, written responses, and in-class discussions. 
3. To apply literary analysis to a wide range of texts, including texts. 
4. To examine literature within a broad framework that includes other fields of study such as the sciences 
as well as social, cultural, and historical contexts. 
5. To understand fundamental narrative techniques and determine how such strategies must fluctuate 
depending on genre, audience, and purpose. 
6. To develop research skills such as effective use of documentation, paraphrasing, and rebuttal within an 
on-going, original project that considers multiple works of literature. 
7. To engage with the act of reading and appreciate the role of literature as part of our cultural and 
intellectual history. 
Re;adingthe assigned material with an active and engaged mind is critical for success In this course. I 
encourage you to read when you are fully alert and focused, underlining and making notes as you go. (If 
you are renting texts, you can use post-it notes to highlight key points.) Please be sure to have read all the 
assigned material before you arrive to class. Reading comprehension will be tested by in-class discussions, 
class quizzes, arid essay assignments. 
l'a1rtk:ipr1tirm is critical in this course. The time we spend is our opportunity to deepen our 
understanding about how narrative creates meaning, to learn the craft behind fiction, and to build a 
community. At the end of the semester when I reflect on your participation, I will consider not only how 
often you contributed to class discussions, but the quality of those comments. I will also consider your 
seriousness with any in-class reading and writing in the participation grade as well. Text messaging (even 
once) and other distractions such as checking email in class (again, even once) will result in a failing 
participation grade. 
Essays will be one the central ways that we explore the material covered in class. For the first two novels, 
we will divide the class into topic groups so that everyone chooses a to "track" as they are 
reading. You will then formulate a cohesive response with a thesis and textual support that will later be 
read to the class "conference-style," which means you will field questions about your findings and engage 
with the others on your panel about their findings. The last essay, which will cover Northanger Abbey, will 
serve as a synthesis paper and require additional critical reading that you select. The aim is to relate the 
novel and Austen's work as a whole with your own in some way. We will workshop these essays in 
class and revise them. Both the draft and the revised draft will be graded. 
A final exam will consist of 10-20 questions that will be a combination of short answers and multiple 
choice. The exam will cover key facts and themes central to our course. Think of the exam as talking points 
that you will be able to recall in the future about Jane Austen, her work, and its reception. 
Please note that the following syllabus may be altered and that additional assignments will appear on 
Blackboard. Be sure to check both the syllabus and vour email for each class. 
WEEK ONE 
Tues, Aug. 30: 
1: 
Introduction to Jane Austen and Manuscript Culture 
from Juvenilia critical found on Blackboard 
-··· 
WEEK TWO 
Tues, SepL 6: Sense and Sensibility pages __ ···---··-
Thurs, Sept, 8: Sense and Sensibility pages ______ 
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
Friday, Sept. 9: MAl<E-UP CLASS DAY for Thursday 9/29 class 
Sense and Sensibility pages. _ ____ 
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
WEEK THREE 
Tues, Sept. 13: Sense and Sensibility pages ___ 
Thurs, Sept, 15: No class due to British Studies field 
Friday, Sept 16: MAKE-UP CLASS DAY for 9/15 
WEEK FOUR 
Tues, Sept 20: 
Thurs, Sept. 22: 
WEEK FIVE 
Sense and Sensibility pages ___ plus critica I essay found on Blackboard 
Sense and Sensibility pages. _ __ 
#1 Due 
Presentation of papers to the ciass. 
Tues, Sept. 27: Finish presentation of papers to the class 
Viewing due: Kandukondain l<andukondain 
Discussion of the movie 
Thurs, Sept. 29: No Class: Long Weekend Trips 
WEEK SIX 
Tues, Oct. 4: Pride and Prejudice pages----· 
Thurs, Oct. 6: Pride and Prejudice pages ___ _ 
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
WEEK SEVEN 
Tues, Oct. 11: Pride and Prejudice pages-- ---· 
Thurs, Oct, 13: Pride and Prejudice pages 
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
WEEK EIGHT 
Tues, Oct. 18: No Class (due to British Studied fieldtrip to Southwell) 
Wed, Oct. 19: MAKE-UP class day, Pride and Prejudice pages_ 
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
Thurs, Oct. 20: #2 Due/ Presentation of papers to the class 
Sun.1 Oct. 23: FIELDTRIP to Chatsworth 
WEEI< NINE 
Tues, Oct. 25: Finish presentation of papers to the class 
Conclude discussion on Pride and Prejudice 
Introduction to Northanger Abbey 
Thurs, Oct. 27: Northanger Abbey pages _ __ 
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
WEEK TEN 
Tues, Nov. 1: Northanger Abbey pages 
Thurs, Nov. 3: Northanger Abbey pages ____ 
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
Fri, Nov. 4: MAKE-UP Class Day: Northanger Abbey pages-·-·-·--
"'""'' •ONO'"""'''� 
WEEK ELEVEN 
Nov. 8: Northonger Abbey pages---·-­
Thurs, Nov. 10: No Class: Long Weekend Trips 
WEEK TWELVE 
Tues, Nov. 15: Northanger Abbey pages-----·-­
Thurs, Nov. 17: Northanger Abbey pages··-----
Plus critical essay found on Blackboard 
WEEK THIRTEEN 
Tues, Nov. 22: Finish Northanger Abbey 
Thurs, Nov. 24: Discussion of Jane Austen's legacy 
WEEK FOURTEEN 
Tues, Nov. 29: Final 
Workshop 
Thurs, Dec. 1: Continue Workshop 
Preparation for the Final Exam 
Final Exam: TBA 
An exam will be given at this time. Final Revised papers are also due at this time. 
, Required Texts: 
(Please note: No longer using Persuasion or Emma.) 
Austen, Northanger Abbey, Lady Susan, The Watsons, Sanditon (Oxford) 
---, Sense and Sensibility 
---, Pride and Prejudice 
Film to View (no I Kandukondain Kandukondain (Boliywood adaptation based off of Sense and Sensibility) 
i 
Other: 
Notebook of your choice for class notes and reading observations. 
, Access to a printer for supplemental readings. j Required day trip to the Chatsworth House. Details to come. 
Teaching Methods: 
Class discussions; individual/small group exercises; lectures; workshops; individual/small group class 
presentations. 
GRADING: Assignments are proportioned as follows: 
Reading Quizzes: 25% 
Class Participation: 10% 
Essay on Sense and Sensibility: 15% 
Essay on Pride and Prejudice: 15% 
Draft of Final Essay: 10% 
Revised Final Essay (submitted on last day of class): 20% 
Final Exam: 5% 
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Harlaxton College operates a mandatory attendance policy that is binding on all faculty and students. 
Attendance, punctuality, and meeting deadlines are all part of academic life. There are days you may not 
want to work, but successful students work-when they feel inspired or not. Coming to class is part of 
your obligation to your academic career and to your community. four courses will 
lower your final live Fh1e or six absences will lower your final grade by ten pomts. 
Se11en absences will result in failure of the course. 
Also, at the beginning of class, I usually discuss what we will be doing that day and the next, plus 
sometimes give a quiz. Therefore, punctuality is key. If you are late, you are not only disruptive, but you 
will miss out on this information that can severely impact your grade. Therefore, being late twice (or 
leaving early twice) will be considered an absence. Please be aware that there is no such thing as an 
"excused absence" unless a school administer alerts me in writing. Final!y1 lf you arrive itvithout the day1s 
reading printed out or in book-form in front of you, you will be counted as Y, an absence. 
Also, I do not accept late work, which includes occasions when you are absent. if you must be absent, you may 
email me your work before the class to receive credit for it. Also, if you miss a day when you are presenting or 
when you have a quiz, you will simply receive a zero for your missed work. The reason for this strict policy on not 
accepting late work is to help build discipline as scholars. Procrastination can be a slow method of asphyxiation, 
so I am trying to take the option of "later" off the table 
There is normally about a 10 day period at the beginning of semester what a student may drop and class 
and/or add a class. The deadline date is published in the Semester Guidance handbook. Drop/Add forms 
are available from the library and completed forms should be returned to the same place. Faculty 
signatures are required for fill classes being added 
Students may withdraw from a class, with the exception of British Studies, for a longer period of time. 
Again the deadline date is published in the Semester Guidance handbook. Forms are available from the 
College Secretary, to whom completed forms should be returned. Forms must be signed by the faculty 
member of the ciass being withdrawn from and the Principal. 
----------�j 
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It is the policy of the University of Evansville (Harlaxton College) to make reasonable accommodations for 
students with properly documented disabilities. University of Evansville students should contact the 
Office of Counselling and Health Education to seek help with this. Students from Partner 
I Universities/Colleges should contact their own relevant student support office. For assistance whilst at 
I Hariaxton students should contact the College Secretary whose o ffice is located adjacent to the 
Principal's office. 
Written notification to faculty from the College Secretary is required for academic accommodations to 
be implemented. 
All students at the University of Evansville (Harlaxton College} agree to and are bound by the principles and ,I practice of the honour code1 _ '/understand that any work I submit for course credit will imply that I have adhered to this Academic 
Honor [sic] Code: I will neither give nor receive unauthorized aid1 nor v.;il/ I tolerate an environmen
_
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that condones the use of U/'.'_(J_l)_t_IJi;or�z_ed aid.' ___ __ ___ _ 
